
Field-note Assignment:  Part 2, due in tutorials following the Oct. 26 lecture

Over reading week, you experimented with observing the world around you by focusing 
in and noticing things connected to a “potent object.”  A potent object has been defined 
variously in our class - but for the purposes of this exercise we will define it as follows:

“A potent object is an observing tool. It is something that has the qualities of an object 
(tactile and visual resonance) and can be used as a tool for noticing and discussing 
cultural flows: - a potent object is potent if it can be used to find and discuss intriguing 
cultural veins - ones rich with cultural information. Thus Barbie is a rich potent object 
because it connects through both tactile and visual resources to technologies of gender, 
and provides a means for unearthing these, noticing them and analyzing them.  The 
gun, as we have discussed in class - also connects to technologies of gender - 
particularly as these connect with the arena of violence and also with the realm which 
connects the personal, the personal, the political and the pedagogical (learning). 
Information is gathered around these objects in interesting formations in relationship to 
technology and society - and thus when we find them - they become interesting 
observational tools. For example, both Barbie and the gun are influenced by the 
technology around plastic industries, marketing, distribution, design. Both are influential 
and influenced by the fashion industries and its conscious and unconscious influences 
on clothing and image. Both are influential (however indirectly from the view point of 
school as an official learning site) on learning and childhood  Generally an object is 
potent if it connects with personal and public spheres - and if is a technology that also 
has acquired a cultural presence that can be traced and analyzed.”

Over reading week you were asked to find a potent object and do some initial informal 
observing around it.   This week you are to do some more formal observing.  Pick a 
place, and a time.  At least 3 separate times, go to that place, during that time and do 
some observing around the object you have chosen. Your goal is to gather some of the 
following data:

Gather at least 2 pieces of “data” for each category, each time:

1. Quantitative:  (numerical, count, percentage and/or statistical).

2. Autobiographical: Something that connects you and this object (in this time and 
place)
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3. Interview: Ask at least one person each time a set of the same questions about this 
object.

4. Historical: (see if you can establish some of the history of this object particularly as it 
connects to this time and place)

5. Embodied:  (how does this object connect to the human body, and its sensory 
capacities, its balancing capacities, its input and output capacities).  How does it 
connect to human bodies or human bodies to each other?

6. Marketing/Advertising/Economic:

7.  Environmental:

COMN 2312


